
The fact indeed is that the contest was mediated, at various stages, in the context of the freedom struggle. This was made possible as the leadership of the Indian National Congress (INC), in times when the organization emerged into the rec- ognized voice of the national struggle, also happened to be the melting pot of ideological and aspirational groups that perceived independence as liberating the nation from the colonial order. While this perception formed the basis of the strategy for the freedom struggle, the interventions by Gandhi at one level and Jawaharlal Nehru at another brought into its core the rights perspective as well as the idea of egalitarianism into the struggle for freedom. The Constituent Assembly turned out to be the crucible of these ideas at one level, and the terrain from where the members of the Assembly rediscovered the aspirations of the socio-economic groups they represented. The various classes, through their representatives, fought new battles within the Assembly to make the

footnote: The Constituent Assembly was not a directly elected body. The demand for an assembly directly elected on the basis of universal adult franchise was rejected by the Cabinet Mission, in its statement, on May 16, 1946. According to the Mission, the constitution-making body was to be formed with representatives from the various provinces as well as representatives from the Indian states. The basis of representation from the provinces as well as from the states was to be in the ratio of one member for every million people. While in the case of the states, the representatives were to be decided through negotiations with the rulers, the provinces were to send representatives elected by the Provincial Assembly. The Constituent Assembly, thus, was constituted in July 1946 by 296 members, elected by the various Provincial Legislative Assemblies. It is important to note here that the electorate to these elections, held in 1945, constituted only about a little more than a quarter of the adult population. This was based on the provisions (Sixth Schedule) of the Government of India Act, 1935. The plan also laid down representation on a communal basis in which the seats allocated to the various provinces were to be divided among the principal communities on the basis of their numerical strength. The classification of the communities was as Sikhs, Muslims, and General (the last one being all others except Sikhs and Muslims). The representatives of each community were to be elected by members of that community in the Provincial Assembly by the method of proportional representation.